28 September 2005
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814 

Re: Assembly Bill 1179 (Yee) – SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) supports AB 1179, to prohibit the sale, rental and distribution of violent video games to persons under age 17. 

Gun violence is now a leading cause of death of children and adolescents. At a Congressional Public Health Summit in July 2000, numerous prominent health organizations, including the American Psychological Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Psychiatric Association, issued a Joint Statement of the Impact of Entertainment Violence that pointed to over 1,000 studies and 30 years of research documenting that viewing entertainment violence can lead to increased aggression, particularly among young children who make no distinction between fantasy and reality. Witnessing thousands of deaths on television desensitizes young people to violence. 

Violent video games can produce even greater psychological damage because of the direct involvement of the player who is rewarded for inflicting violence.  The American Academy of Pediatrics reports that playing violent video games accounts for a 13 to 22 percent increase in violent behavior. In order to increase sales, the video game industry has designed the games to contain more graphic violence, often with the portrayal of women as mere sex objects and with racist overtones.  

The purpose of the First Amendment is to protect political speech, not to promote the bottom line of video game manufacturers. We consider the regulations proposed by AB 1179 quite reasonable and not unlike those that protect young people from pornography, alcohol and tobacco.

For these reasons, FCL urges you to sign AB 1179.

Sincerely,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate
Cc: Assembly Member Leland Yee

