29 September 29, 2005
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Assembly Bill 296 (Negrete McLeod) – Support
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) supports AB 296, to provide confidential testing and treatment for the hepatitis C virus to prisoners at no charge.

Hepatitis C is a blood borne pathogen that is transmitted via needle exchanges, tattooing, sexual contact and other behaviors resulting in blood exposure.  California is currently witnessing an epidemic of the virus. The Department of Health Services estimates that 600,000 Californians are infected with 5,000 new cases reported each year. Though hepatitis C may result in death, many persons who are carriers may be unaware that they have the virus and may engage in high-risk behaviors. 
Prisons are incubators of hepatitis C. The California Department of Corrections indicates that an estimated 50,000 California prisoners are infected with the hepatitis C virus. Over 90 percent of prisoners will eventually return to their communities and many will carry the virus with them.
Therefore, it makes sense to screen and provide treatment for hepatitis C for prisoners at no cost. Because the prevalence of high-risk behaviors among the prison population is high and many carriers are unaware that they are infected, providing free screening and treatment is fiscally prudent and will improve the health and safety of prisoners, correctional officers, and the general public. AB 296 also provides comprehensive hepatitis C education, which will encourage prisoners to avoid high-risk behaviors that spread the virus.

For these reasons, FCL urges you to approve AB 296.

Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate

Cc: Assembly Member Gloria Negrete McLeod

