29 September 2005
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re:  Assembly Bill 478 (Lieber) – SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) supports AB 478, which provides that a female prisoner who gives birth in a community treatment program shall be provided with prenatal care, childbirth education and infant care and prohibits women from being shackled during the birthing process.  
FCL believes that health care is a fundamental human right. Women have unique health care needs that are not always well served by a health care delivery system that is patterned after the military model and whose clientele is largely male.  
Community treatment centers provide for a secure facility where mothers can bond with their newborn children. In addition to reducing recidivism, the bond between a child and mother is crucial to the healthy development of children. It is well known that prenatal care provides for healthier newborns—all of whom are deserving of a healthy start in life. 
To shackle a mother during the birthing process – a practice that goes back to the days of slavery –  is inhumane. A woman’s strength and energy is entirely consumed by the birthing process; therefore, she poses no risk to public safety. The State of Illinois has abandoned this practice and also prohibits a pregnant woman from being shackled while she is being transported to the hospital to give birth. 

For these reasons, FCL urges you to sign AB 478.

Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate

Cc:  Assembly Member Sally Lieber

