28 September 2005

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Assembly Bill 48 (Lieber) – SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) urges you to sign AB 48, which raises California’s minimum wage to $7.25 per hour, effective July 1, 2006, and to $7.75 per hour effective July 1, 2007.

Approximately 60 percent of minimum wage earners are over age 25 which means that their minimum wage job is their primary source of income. California also has some of the highest housing costs in the nation. One way to reduce homelessness and the burden on our state’s social services is to raise the purchasing power of those at the bottom end of economic scale. 
FCL believes that all work is deserving of a wage that will enable one to purchase their basic necessities. AB 48 rewards those who work for a living. In lieu of the Bush administration’s desire to make the federal tax cuts permanent, raising the minimum wage is a matter of economic justice and basic fairness. 

At a time when the inequities of poverty have been magnified in our social consciousness as the result of two natural disasters, your approval of AB 48 would denote a fine example of moral leadership and good social stewardship.  

Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate

Cc: Assembly Member Sally Lieber

