28 September 2005
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Assembly Bill 561 (Montanez) – SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) supports AB 561 to require the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to perform initial and subsequent educational assessments of each prisoner and requires the implementation of prison literacy programs to ensure that every prisoner can achieve at least a ninth grade reading level prior to being paroled.

FCL is most appreciative of your efforts to reform corrections in California and your understanding that rehabilitation must be a central component of incarceration if reform is to succeed. Our state’s unusually high recidivism rate is indicative of the failure of California to make “corrections correct.”

If prisoners are not given a second chance to earn an education, they are more likely to recidivate. As a result, public safety is not enhanced, and the demand for building additional prisons becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. This comes at a great social cost to all Californians. Our state now spends more than $7 billion for corrections, which is more than we spend on the University of California and California State University systems combined.
Therefore, we urge you to sign AB 561 into law. Doing so will send a clear message to the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation that rehabilitation is once again a key component of incarceration.

Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate

Cc: Assembly Member Cindy Montanez

