28 2005 September

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814
Re:  Assembly Bill 698 (Haynes) – SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) is pleased to support AB 698 to ensure that members of the media have access to prisoners without compromising safety concerns or the needs of victims of crime.

The First Amendment gives the press special protection in order to check abuses of government power. This bill is necessary because public officials have been known to trade media access in exchange for favorable press coverage. By the same token, public officials have been known to deny media access 
In order to increase government’s accountability to the people, FCL urges you to sign AB 698.
Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate

CC:  Assembly Member Ray Haynes

