29 September 2005

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Assembly Bill 772 (Chan) – SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) is pleased to support AB 772 which would enable children from families with income levels up to 300 percent of the federal poverty level to qualify for health care coverage. 
Though California is the fifth largest economy in the world, estimates of the number of people in our state who lack health care coverage range from 6.5 million to 7.5 million. For the last five years in a row, California has experienced double-digit increases in the cost of health insurance. Due to structural changes in the economy, many of our poor are hardworking people who hold full-time jobs. Many of those without health care coverage are the children of working families who make too much money to qualify for the Healthy Families program even though they cannot afford to purchase health insurance.  

As a result, many will not receive health care services until they become so ill that they require expensive emergency room care. The cost of their emergency room care is shifted to the state and to those who still have health care coverage. One way or another, everyone pays.
Two recent natural disasters have shed increasing light on the inequities of poverty in our affluent nation. Increasing the income eligibility to 300 percent of the federal poverty level is both humane and cost-effective and will prevent many of these children from falling through the cracks. This
For these reasons, we hope you will approve AB 772.

Sincerely yours,
JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate

Cc: Assembly Member Wilma Chan

