28 September 2005

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Assembly Bill 862 (Bass) – SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) supports AB 862 to require the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to give every prisoner who is the parent of a dependent child a notice of parental rights and responsibilities and information on how to modify child support orders.

Prisoners who receive a judgment for child support while incarcerated are under the mistaken impression that returning the notice to the court with an explanation that they are incarcerated is sufficient to modify their child support orders. Upon release, they often find that they owe very substantial sums of money because past due child support has continued to accrue along with penalties and interest. 

The prospect of a large garnishment is a barrier to successful re-entry into the community and is an incentive for participation in the underground economy. As a result, dependents are less likely to receive any child support and are more likely to require public assistance in order to make ends meet.
This bill is not about relieving prisoners of their responsibility to pay child support; rather, it will help both families and prisoners by allowing prisoners to request that their child support orders be amended on the basis of their inability to pay during the time they are incarcerated.  
In the interest of families and to help reduce recidivism, FCL urges you to approve AB 862.
Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate
Cc: Assembly Member Karen Bass

