10 May 2005

Assembly Member Judy Chu
Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee
State Capitol, Room 214
Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Assembly Bill 101 (Cohn) – OPPOSE and Assembly Bill 1237 (Leno) – SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Chu,

The Friends Committee on Legislation respectfully opposes AB 101 because:

1) Serious questions remain about the safety of Tasers. A report by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) has documented 86 deaths in incidences involving Tasers. Both the SCLC and Amnesty International have called for a moratorium on their use. The Department of Homeland Security and several urban police departments have enacted moratoriums and the International Association of Chiefs of Police has called for studies to determine if they are safe.

2) Using a Taser is different than using a firearm. A person who discharges a firearm does so with full knowledge of the harm it can cause. A person using a Taser believes they are harmless due to their legality and misleading claims by the manufacturer.

3) AB 101 requires that law enforcement agencies conduct training in the use of Tasers but makes no such requirement for the general public. 

Contrarily, AB 1237 (Leno) would prohibit the use of Tasers by the general public and requires law enforcement agencies to track and report their use to the Attorney General. Until Tasers can be demonstrated to be safe, we think it is prudent to restrict their use by the general public. We fear that misleading claims about their safety will lead to their casual use.
For these reasons, FCL urges a NO vote on AB 101 and a YES vote on AB 1237.

Sincerely,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Director

