January 7, 2005

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA  95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

You have before you the Petition for Executive Clemency in the case of Donald Jay Beardslee.  We know that you understand the gravity of your decision and that you take this responsibility seriously.  The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) supports you in your effort to reach a decision and urges you to commute Mr. Beardslee’s death sentence to life in prison without the possibility of parole. 

Friends know that there is that of God in every person, and that each person is endowed with worth and dignity.  While we have great sympathy for the victims of violent crime, we fundamentally reject the idea that problems can be solved by violence.  FCL is morally opposed to the idea that anyone, including the state, has the right to take a human life.  
In addition, several circumstances surrounding Mr. Beardslee’s conviction warrant executive clemency:  1) The jury in his case was never allowed to consider the extent to which severe brain damage since birth impaired his mental functioning.   2) The jury did not have the opportunity to weigh the sentences imposed on the co-defendants who initiated and directed the crimes.  
We believe that fair-minded people, even those who support the death penalty in principle, would have serious doubts about whether it should be applied to Donald Beardslee. The Department of Corrections indicates that Mr. Beardslee is a model prisoner who has worked hard to improve his life behind bars.  Executing him would serve no useful purpose.
Many nations look to the United States for leadership in the advancement and protection of human rights.  Capital punishment violates UN treaties and international standards.  As a result, it undermines our nation’s moral leadership.

As a compassionate people, it is our responsibility to stop the cycle of violence when presented with the opportunity.  To do so, is not a sign of weakness, but is a profound expression of that which makes us human. 

Very truly yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Advocate

