July 20, 2007

Senate President pro Tempore Don Perata

State Capitol

Room 205

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Assembly Budget Deal

Dear Senator Perata,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) would like to thank you for your opposition to the budget compromise negotiated earlier this morning in the State Assembly. We urge the Senate to fully restore COLA’s for SSI/SSP recipients and the full restoration of funding for Proposition 36 drug treatment. 

FCL believes that society, including government at every level has a responsibility to provide all of its residents in need with appropriate services. Delaying cost-of-living-allowances for SSI/SSP recipients while handing tax cuts to the motion picture industry fundamentally violates these principles. Moreover, the Legislature is fully aware that providing funding for Proposition 36 drug treatment reduces the need for prison beds. To sacrifice funding for drug treatment for short-term budget considerations will increase the demand for new prison beds in out years. In the wake of AB 900, California’s largest prison expansion ever, reducing funding for drug treatment is not good fiscal policy.
We know you are facing a difficult task ahead in the coming hours and days. Again, thank you for your opposition to the current budget compromise. We agree that principles must triumph over political expediency, and we’re asking our supporters to contact their State Senators on both sides of the aisle to stand with you. 

Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Director

