September 13, 2007
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Assembly Bill 1539 (Krekorian)—SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,
The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) urges your approval of AB 1539 which:

· Streamlines procedures to ensure the timely release of prisoners diagnosed with six months or less to live and whose release would not be deemed a threat to public safety and expands those provisions to prisoners who are medically incapacitated.

· Requires the original sentencing court to approve the sentencing recall before a prisoner is granted compassionate release. As a result, sufficient due process will be in place to ensure that only prisoners who pose no risk to public safety could be released early. 
· Compassionate release is the law. Without timely procedures, prisoners entitled to having their sentences recalled die in prison. 
With prisons operating at nearly 200 percent capacity and federal courts considering population caps, California can ill afford to continue incarcerating prisoners who pose no risk to public safety. Compassionate release is a mark of a humane and merciful society.
For these reasons, FCL urges you to sign AB 1539 in to law. 

Sincerely yours, 

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Director
Cc: Assembly Member Krekorian
