March 25, 2008

Assembly Member Mark Leno
Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee

State Capitol

Room 2114
Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Assembly Bill 2523 (Runner) – OPPOSE

Dear Assembly Member Leno,
The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) opposes AB 2523, which provides that an adult stranger, age 21 or older, who contacts a minor under the age of 18 for the purpose of persuading, transporting, or luring the minor away from his or her home or known location is guilty of an infraction or misdemeanor. 

FCL has long been concerned with the erosions of civil liberties in response to war, terrorism, perceived fears of communist takeover, or, as in this case, fear of sexual predators. While society must do more to protect young people from sexual predators, especially in the internet age, this bill reaches too far and criminalizes innocent behavior. 

To illustrate, a musician, age 17, who places an advertisement on Craigslist to offer his or her musical services, might have his or her advertisement answered by someone age 21, or older, who invites him or her to attend an audition at a local music studio. If this bill becomes law, and there was an attempt to avoid parental consent, the adult’s behavior in the aforementioned example would now be criminalized despite the lack of any criminal intent. 
The challenge for a free society when responding to threats is to make measured responses which promote public safety while respecting fundamental rights and civil liberties. By simply adding a provision that criminal intent be proven, this could be done without destroying our basic freedoms.
For this reason, FCL strongly opposes AB 2523. 

Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG
Legislative Director

Cc: Assembly Member Sharon Runner    
