September 13, 2007
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Assembly Bill 43 (Leno) – SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger, 
The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) urges your approval of AB 43, the Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection Act. 

Friends have long understood the tension between religious tradition and civil authorities. Non-programmed Quaker Meetings do not have a traditional clergy to solemnize marriage. English Quakers were not allowed to legally validate their marriages until 1661. Fortunately, California’s Family Code Sec. 307 carves out an exception for religious denominations not having a clergy. 

Many religious traditions hold deep-seated religious, moral and ethical convictions that marriage should be limited to the union of one man and one woman. Other religious traditions hold equally strong religious, moral, and ethical convictions that same-sex couples are entitled to be married. What, then, should be the position of the state?

The Supreme Court has consistently prohibited state interference with religion except when there is a compelling state interest, such as protecting the rights of children whose parents’ religious practices would deny them necessary medical care. However, there is no compelling interest in denying same-sex couples the right to marry. Thus the prohibition on same-sex marriages in California is an unwarranted restriction of religious freedom in that the state sanctifies heterosexual marriages conducted by religious denominations while discriminating against those religious denominations which honor same-sex marriages.
Friends do not believe that all religious bodies should be obligated to perform marriages for everybody. But the State of California cannot morally or constitutionally take such a position. Under AB 43, no religious sect or denomination is required to perform same-sex marriages. 
Therefore, we ask that you compel the State of California end discrimination against those religious faiths that honor same-sex marriages by signing AB 43 into law. 
Respectfully yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Director

Cc: Assembly Member Mark Leno

