September 13, 2007

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Assembly Bill 658 (Bass) – SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,

The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) urges you to sign AB 658, which establishes the Community Homicide and Violence Reduction Program to provide grants for community-based organizations to reduce homicides and violence. 

According to the Center for Disease Control, homicide is the leading cause of death for African-American teenagers and adults between the ages of 15 to 34. Unfortunately, most efforts to curb homicides have relied on gang suppression, instead of identifying those young people who are at risk for gang membership and intervening before violent crimes occur. 

The failure of mass incarceration—witness our state’s unusually high recidivism rate—leads us to conclude that prevention and intervention should be first and foremost. AB 658 awards grants for the development and implementation of evidence-based approaches to reducing violence. 

With your help we can refrain from writing off an entire generation of young people from our inner cities. Offering youth meaningful opportunities reduces the allure of gang membership. AB 658 empowers local communities to solve their own problems and is, therefore, deserving of your approval.
Sincerely yours,
JIM LINDBURG 

Legislative Director

Cc: Assembly Member Karen Bass
