September 13, 2007
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Senate Bill 851 – SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger, 
The Friends Committee on Legislation (FCL) urges your approval of SB 851, which authorizes the creation of mental health courts and requires them to develop standards for participation and successful completion in mental health court to ensure that defendants receive adequate levels of treatment.

The sad truth is that since California began closing its mental hospitals in the late 1960’s, there has been a commensurate increase in the number of incarcerated persons suffering from mental illness. In essence, mental illness been criminalized in California. Though FCL supported Proposition 63, we note that its funding cannot be used for persons in the criminal justice system.
It is time to further address the problem of mental illness in the criminal justice system. There are many sufferers in state prison whose criminal culpability is in question as a result of their illness and who could be better treated in the community. 
In sum, we believe that California can do better; therefore, we ask you to sign SB 851 into law. 
Sincerely yours,

JIM LINDBURG

Legislative Director

Cc: Senator Darrell Steinberg

